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The W.E. Sanders Foundation is a charitable organization created to honor the memory of W.E. (Bill) Sanders and to foster
the values that he believed in and practiced. Bill Sanders was a teacher and debate coach who passed away in 2017. His
former students and friends have come together to fund an award each year to a debate coach who exemplifies the finest
attributes that Bill Sanders brought to coaching and to teaching.
About W.E. Sanders
Bill Sanders grew up in Central Illinois. He received his BS degree from Bradley University in Peoria, where he earned a full
debate scholarship, and later received an MA from Northwestern University. Devoted to education, he taught English,
Social Studies, Speech, and Debate at East Peoria Community High School from 1956-1964. During his tenure, the school
went from having no debate program at all to winning a state championship.
In the fall of 1964, Bill moved to New Trier High School, where he taught Communication, Argumentation, and Debate for
fourteen years, mostly at New Trier West in Northfield, Illinois, after that campus opened in 1965. While at New Trier, his
debaters won several state championships and national awards.
After retiring as New Trier West’s debate coach, he continued teaching at New Trier in the English Department until 1986.
Among other contributions, he was the sponsor of the school’s student government, president of the Teacher’s
Association, and a student advisor. He is survived by his wife, Mary Ann Sanders, who also taught at New Trier West.

The discussions that led to the creation of the Foundation started at a gathering with Bill Sanders and his wife in the fall of
2016, when his health was failing. Former students, many of whom had been his students more than 40 years earlier,
came from around the country to share their memories of him and the ways he had shaped their lives. The common
themes were that, beyond being an outstanding teacher and debate coach, Bill Sanders was a devoted mentor with a
unique gift for seeing the full potential of each student and for working relentlessly to help each student realize the
potential he saw in them. He demanded the best from his students, and was able to get them to see those possibilities as
well. He fostered confidence in those who needed it, helped develop maturity and discipline in others, showed his
students how to accept and appreciate constructive criticism, and taught all of his students to act “with class.” Through
it all, he could laugh at the foolishness that is part of the process of growing up, while valuing and fostering the positive
energy that is at the root of it. An incredibly patient, devoted, and selfless teacher, he was able to turn his students into
not only better debaters but also more complete adults.
Hearing Bill Sanders repeatedly praised for what he gave to his students prompted the sponsors of the Foundation to try to
find a way to share these gifts, and to encourage other coaches and teachers to follow his example. That is the mission of
the Foundation, and we believe that the best way to do this is to honor in his name a Chicago Debate League coach for his
or her devotion to and skill at coaching, teaching, and assisting students to reach their full potential.

The Foundation plans to award $5,000 to a Chicago Debate League teacher-coach who best exemplifies the extraordinary
attributes that Bill Sanders brought to coaching and teaching. These attributes, which are discussed above, are the criteria
by which the awardee will be selected. The selection process will include nominations and input from debaters, recent
debate alums, and the Chicago Debates staff, with the final decision to be made by the Foundation.
Our coaches and teachers can never be appreciated enough, and Bill Sanders’ students know that their debt to him can
never really be repaid. The goal of the Foundation is to promote the memory of this special coach and teacher by
recognizing teacher-coaches who share the characteristics that he exemplified.

